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MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

June 22, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Colin Quinn called the virtual meeting to order at 4:00 pm on June 22, 2020. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

E-board Members:  
 

Colin Quinn, Chairperson 
Sandy Marlin, Member 
Jim Kirschvink, Member 
Scott Mills, Member 
Pat Hunter, Alternate 
 

Town Staff Present: 
 

Mark O’Meara, Staff Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 
 
 

Guests: Phi Filerman, CORE Representative 
Tamara Haynes-Norton, Guest 
Summer Scott, Prospective Member 
 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Colin moved to approve E-board meeting minutes from May 
2020.  Pat seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA    
There were no persons present, not on the agenda, to address the EBoard. 
 
NEW MEMBER APPLICATION 
Colin introduced Summer Scott, who is interested in becoming a member of the 
EBoard.  Pat asked Summer why he was interested in the EBoard and what 
environmental topics he was interested in pursuing. Summer replied that he has a 
lot of ideas, specifically related to green building and renewable energy, creating a 
more fluid transportation system, and gaining local control over energy systems.  
He would also like to contribute to an organized and more focused approach to 
accomplishing the goals of the EBoard. 
 
Sandy asked Summer is he had the time and willingness to help get things done.  
Summer replied that he was willing to commit to some time outside of regular 
meeting attendance; how much time would be dependent upon the project.  He 
was also willing to work toward expanding the EBoard’s resources and network. 
 



2 
 

Colin asked Summer if he saw the EBoard as a conduit for his organization By the 
People, For the People.  He also asked if he was willing to be a team player on the 
EBoard.  Summer replied that he saw each organization as separate, but with 
potential areas for collaboration. 
 
Both Jim and Scott thought Summer would be an asset to the EBoard. 
 
Tamara pointed out that Summer represents a millennial perspective and has a 
driving passion to do something about climate change.  She also emphasized his 
willingness to do the work that needs to be done. 
 
Motion Passed: Colin moved to recommend the approval of Summer Scott as a 
member of the Environmental Board to the Board of Trustees.  Sandy seconded 
the motion, and it was passed with one dissenting vote.  
 
EBOARD PRIORITIES AND OUR IMPACT ON TOC DECISIONS 
Colin opened this topic for discussion by explaining that in his opinion, the EBoard 
has too many priorities and, consequently, it is difficult to be successful in the 
follow-through.  He would really like to see the EBoard focus on just a few topics.  
He also pointed out that the EBoard hadn’t been very successful in influencing the 
BOT and asked for ideas on how to build better relationships with them. 
 
Scott suggested that the EBoard appoint a designated BOT meeting attendee. 
 
Tamara agreed, explaining that it would give the EBoard more accountability. 
 
Phi asked what the EBoard members thought their role was with the Trustees.  
Sandy replied that the Eboard is sometimes asked to pursue a topic, and 
sometimes they insert themselves into issues, even if they aren’t asked. 
 
Colin agreed with Sandy, going on to say that they bring information to the BOT 
more often than they ask for it. 
 
Pat pointed out that the EBoard helped craft the Climate Action Plan (CAP), but 
lately hasn’t seen any BOT action that falls in line with the CAP. 
 
Scott wondered if the EBoard could ask that any proposals that go before P & Z 
satisfy a CAP checklist prior to submission. 
 
Summer commented that he would like the TOC be more aggressive in 
implementing the CAP. 
 
Mark asked how often the EBoard members have involved themselves in the public 
process. 
 
Colin pointed out the time commitment required to stay current on TOC agendas 
and wondered how the EBoard could get staff/trustees to keep them informed.  He 
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thought it might be helpful to plan a Work Session with the BOT.  After continued 
discussion, the priorities listed include: 

• Plastics reduction—focus on regional action; 
• Enforcing the CAP; 
• Continue the push on revising the building code. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD 
Sandy would like to pursue this designation, and asked to EBoard to refer to her e-
mail from this morning (and reproduced here): 
 
One the heels of Colin's request, here are some talking points for the E-Hero Award discussion. 
Sorry they are last minute. I just got inspired this morning.  
 
Questions to answer: 

• Are we committed to doing this?  
• How to get business input 
• How to choose applicant for award 
• How often to present award 
• What could award be? 

 
IDEAS 
 
Committment: 
This is not something we can do a few times and then phase out. This would have to be an ongoing 
effort. There is some up front work, but then it will be fairly easy to maintain. 
 
There are a lot of businesses doing good things. It will be tough to pick just one initially. Should we 
start with a bang and pick a top ten? Then go on to semi-monthly or whatever? Or maybe do a top 
ten annually? Or make it a contest (1st, 2nd, 3rd place) and use some funding for cash prizes too 
and do it annually?   
 
Notification: 
The criteria should be listed on the Eboard website. 
 
Contact the Chamber of Commerce to see if they would send out a notice to their membership and 
have the applicants send their info to the Eboard..  
 
Put an ad in the paper with a link to the Eboard site and applicants can send in their application. 
 
The Sun would run an article about this program to help advertise it. 
 
Applications are emailed to Eboard website (Kae) and are reviewed and voted on by us. 
 
Reward: 
Article in the Sun about their business. This is tricky. The Sun can't guarantee an article on the 
business every time. They would guarantee a "Scuttlebutt" paragraph.  
 
Eboard places an award notice in Sun. This is a guarantee and we can control what is said. Cost? 
1/4 page is $175? Can we use bag fee funds to pay for this? What if funds run out? Can we put a 
line item in our annual budget request to the BOT for this?  
 
Window decal award - 6"X6", inside sticker, 2 colors, order of 30. Am getting a cost for these. Same 
questions as above for funding. 
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Frequency:  
• Monthly 
• Every other month 
• Quarterly 

 
Should we assume all applicant info is valid for one year? Then after a year, would they have to re-
apply? 
 
Criteria for E-Hero Award. Applicant should answer the following: 

• Have you eliminated plastic bags at your business? If not,do you have a plan to phase them 
out? 

• Do you provide garage and recycling cans in your business? 
• Do you recycle/reuse items, and properly dispose of things that have to be discarded?  
• Do you use "green" vendors and suppliers and buy items from sustainable and/or local 

sources? 
• Do you provide education/outreach to employees and customers on your environmental 

initiatives? 
 

• Do you monitor your outside area and parking lot for trash and have landscaping that is 
efficient and uses little water? 

• Have you performed any energy efficient upgrades for your business?  
• Do you provide any incentives/rewards to your employees for walking, biking or bussing to 

work? 
• Please list any other environmental practices that your business employs.  

 
Colin prefers an annual recognition, via mention in the Sopris Sun and at a BOT 
meeting.  He didn’t feel like monetary reward should be a driving factor, but is 
willing to support it. 
 
Phi pointed out that the criteria need to be couched in such a way that the same 
group isn’t always selected.  She also said the selection process takes more time 
than one would think and suggested partnering with one of the festivals like 
Dandelion Days or Mountain Fair. 
 
Pat mentioned that Dandelion Days already has an Environmental Award.  He 
would prefer something simple that could happen anytime—like a shout-out for 
switching to compostable dinner ware, for example.  He would also be supportive 
of a quarterly Spotlight Award. 
 
Sandy disagreed with the shoutouts and would prefer to see businesses or 
organization apply to the EBoard based on specific criteria. 
 
Colin suggested that the first award be based on what the EBoard knows about 
local businesses/organizations.  The award could then be announced in the Sopris 
Sun with specifics on how to apply or nominate a local entity. 
 
STORING RENEWABLE ENERGY 
Pat provided a summary of possible ways to store renewable energy including 
pumped hydropower, compressed air, and stacking concrete blocks by cranes, 
underlining the necessity for local storage of energy. 



5 
 

Phi pointed out that Holy Cross is actively working towards local energy storage. 
 
Scott mentioned that a requirement for energy storage needs to be written into the 
building code so both Commercial and Residential projects are required to do so. 
 
CORE UPDATES 
Phi provided a brief update of CORE projects: 

• Holy Cross Energy Storage Pilot Project; 
• CORE is partnering with CLEER and Walking Mountain to produce a 

regional storage map; 
• Snowmass is partnering with SkyHook to develop stand-along storage 

stations that will provide a solar network if the local power grid fails.  This will 
improve redundancy issues for emergency systems; 

• Two multi-family projects are working towards energy efficiency; 
• Two homes are being remodeled to achieve NetZero energy efficiency. 

   
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Colin noted that an action item for next month is to coordinate with RMI for 
Carbondale to go gas-free, and bring the proposal to the BOT. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The June 22, 2020, regular meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. The next regular 
meeting is scheduled for July 27, 2020 at 6:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


